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When a family builds or remodels a home, they usually 
hire a contractor or a carpenter. Most of the business relations 
between such parties are good. 
However, when a good relationship fails, the cause is 
usually a misunderstanding about construction or other phases 
of the improvement. Generally these unfortunate situations 
can be avoided by having a complete understanding and agree­
ment about the job before it starts. Open communication is 
necessary at all stages. 
The purpose of this Guide is to help establish good business 
relations between the owner and builder, to bring about maxi­
mum efficiency during construction, and to result in lower 
costs and a well built home. 
Follow these steps in planning prior to starting con­
struction: 
1. Draw a scaled floor plan of the proposed house. This 
plan should be discussed, understood, and agreed upon by 
owner and builder. Additional drawings showing other details 
may be needed. 
2. Make as few changes as possible during construction. 
3. Understand and agree on the rate and method of 
paying the builder and his help. 
4. Discuss where materials will be bought, who will select 
them, and who will pay the dealer for them. 
5. Discuss all possible details of construction. 
The importance of hiring a good builder can't be over­
emphasized. You can wisely profit by his knowledge. 
Your family has certain ideas they want incorporated in 
the plan. In deciding what ideas will be used, the owner and 
builder should talk over as many phases of the proposed plan 
as possible. 
The check-list in this Guide will help you discuss the job 
with the builder. Note each decision in the space provided. 
Not all items apply to all jobs. Two lists can be used so the 
family and contractor can each keep a copy. This is not intended 
to be used as a contract. However it should help eliminate mis­
understandings. 
If you plan to do your own construction, the sheet may be 
helpful because it points out specific items about which you will 
need a decision. In addition, inquire at your County Extension 
Center about additional Guides and other information on plan­
ning and carrying out your building project. 
Check Sheet For Builder and Home Owner 
1. Foundations 
____________________ MixFooting: Depth below ground
 
______________________ Thickness
Width 
____________________ MixFoundation Wall: Thickness
 
Reinforcing
 
Piets: Width Length Thickness
 
______________________ Matetial _Spacing 
Reinfotcing 
Gitdets: Material & Size 
_____________________ AccessCtawl Space: Cleatance 
Ground Covet __________________ Foundation Vents 
Watetproofing Basement Walls _________________ Window Wells 
-- OutletTile Around Footing 
Tetmite Protection 
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2. Exterior Walls 
Sheathing Corner Bracing 
Siding (type & other info.) 
Exterior Paint: No. Coats Type Paint 
3. Floor Framing 
Joists: Size 
Concrete Sib: Thickness 
Perimeter Insulation 
Fill Under Slab 
_ Spacing 
Reinforcing 
Vapor Barrier 
Material 
_ 
_ 
_ 
_ 
4. Subfloor 
Material _ Thickness 
5. Ceiling Framing 
Joists: Size 
6. Roof Framing 
Rafters: Size 
Roof trusses: Spacing 
7. Sheathing: Type 
_ 
Thickness 
Spacing 
Spacing 
_ _ 
Roofing: Material 
Thickness & Other Spec. 
_ Weight 
_ 
Flashing Material _ 
8. Gutters & Downspouts 
Size _ Shape' _ 
Material 
Splash Blocks or Downspout Extensions 
Weight _ Painting 
_ 
9. Interior Walls 
Material 
Finish 
_ Thickness 
Paper_ _ 
Type Paint _ No. Coats _ 
10. Flooring by Rooms (Material & Other Specifications): 
Kitchen _ 
Living Room _ 
Dining Room 
Bath _ 
Hallways 
Utility Room 
Bedrooms _ 
11. Bathroom Fixtures 
Make, Color, Type, Etc. 
12. Interior Doors & Trim 
Doors: Type 
Door Trim: Type 
Finish 
Special Doors (closets, etc.) 
_ Thickness 
Material 
_ 
Finish 
Size 
_ 
_ 
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13. Exterior Doors 
Material _ Width Thickness 
Finish 
Screen Doors _ 
14. Windows 
Type _ Make Material 
Trim: Type 
Screens and/or Storm Sash 
Shuccers 
Material Size 
_ 
_ 
Basement Windows: Type 
Material 
Finish 
Make 
_ 
Size 
Screen 
_ 
15. Cabinets & Equipment 
Size, Material, Length, Finish, ete. _ 
Make & Model, ete. of Kitchen Equipment _ 
16. Stairs
 
Material, Rise, Run, Finish, Handrail, Ete.
 
17. Plumbing 
House Drain: Material Size 
Water Piping: Material Size 
Water Heater: Type Make or Model Size 
Gas Piping: Material Size 
18. Heating & Ventilating 
Type Heat (fuel): Make 
BTU Ducts 
Other Inform. 
Chimney for Heating System: 
Material Size 
Air Conditioning: Size, Make, Duces, & Other Info. 
Fireplace: 
Type: Solid fuel Gas burning 
Opening & Other Dimensions _ Circulator 
Flue Size _ Damper _ Ash Dump _ 
Ventilating Fans: Kitchen _ Bath Accic _ 
19. Electric Wiring 
Fuse Box _ Circuit Breaker _ 
No. Branch Circuits Size Wire 
No. Wall Ouclets _ 
Special Ouclets _ 
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13. Exterior Doors 
Material 
Finish 
Width _ Thickness 
Screen Doors 
14. Windows 
Type 
Trim: Type 
Screens and/or Storm Sash 
Shuners 
Make 
Material 
_ Material 
Size 
Basement Windows: Type 
Material 
Finish 
15. Cabinets & Equipment 
Size, Material, Length, Finish, etc. 
Make 
Size 
Screen 
_ 
Make & Model, etc. of Kitchen Equipment _ 
16. Stairs
 
Material, Rise, Run, Finish, Handrail, Etc.
 
17. Plumbing 
House Drain: Material _ Size _ 
Water Piping: Material 
Water Heater: Type 
Gas Piping: Material 
_ Make or Model 
Size' 
Size~ 
_ 
_ 
_ Size 
_ 
_ 
18. Heating & Ventilating 
Type Heat (fuel): 
BTU _ 
Make 
Ducts _ 
Other Inform. 
Chimney for Heating System: 
Material _ Size _ 
Air Conditioning: Size, Make, Ducts, & Other Info. 
Fireplace: 
Type: Solid fuel Gas burning 
Opening & Other Dimensions _ Circulator 
Flue Size Damper _ Ash Dump _ 
Ventilating Fans: Kitchen Bath _ Anic _ 
19. Electric Wiring 
Fuse Box Circuit Breaker _ 
No. Branch Circuits Size Wire 
No. Wall Outlets _ 
Special Outlets _ 
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